House Democrats’ 
Welfare Plan Loses 


Work Proposal Falls Shopt, Republicans Say 
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By Kenneth j/ Cooper 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The House yesterday rejected on 
a nearly party-line vote a Democrat- 
ic welfare plan to promote work that 
Republicans said did not go far 
enough in turning control over to the 
states. 

The Democratic proposal, spon- 
sored by conservative Rep. Nathan 
Deal (D-Ga.), failed 228 to 205. The 
party’s fractious lawmakers united 
behind the measure, which would - 
have provided job training and edu- 
cation to single mothers on welfare. 
A vote on sending the GOP welfare 
bill to the Senate is scheduled today. 

Before rejecting the Democratic 
alternative, the House softened the 
Republican plan by adopting amend- 
ments. to add funding for child care, 
allow states to pull the driver’s li- 
censes of parents who do not meet 
child support payments and permit 
some disabled immigrants to contin- 
ue to receive welfare benefits. 

Conservatives carried the floor 
debate for Democrats in an orches- 
trated rebuttal to Republican criti- 
cisms of the role of Democratic lib- 
erals in creating the current welfare 
system. 

Deal’s bill, which he argued would 
move more welfare recipients into 


work than the Republican version, 
would limit public assistance to four 
years. A recipient could spend half 
that time in job training. The empha- 
sis on helping welfare mothers go to 
work resembles the focus of a 1988 
welfare bill that President Ronald 
Reagan signed into law. 

“You’ve got to have the incentives 
for people to go to work. We do it, 
and we save money,” Deal said. 

The Republican legislation would 
impose a five-year limit on benefits 
and let states design their work and 
training requirements. The $66 bil- 
lion the GOP bill would save over 
five years could finance promised tax 
cuts, while Deal’s would reserve 
smaller savings for reducing the def- 
icit. 

“It maintains the failed welfare 
status quo. The bill is not a good 
deal for anyone. It is a bum deal ” 
Ways and Means Committee Chair- 
man Bill Archer (R-Tex.) said. 

The only Republican to support 
the Democratic plan was Rep. Con- 
stance A. Morelia (Md.). 

Republican governors who helped 
draft the GOP welfare bill held an af- 
ternoon news conference to de- 
nounce Deal’s bill as too restrictive 
for state experiments with welfare 
to proceed. 
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_'^t would restrict the freedom and 
flexibility of people in the states to 
determine or chart their, own 
cburse, said Virginia Gov. George 
M^n (R)- Massachusetts Gov. Wil- 
SH' 1 R- Weld said Deal’s bid would 
make “it impossible for Massachu- 
setts to implement its welfare plan” 
"w? use sta te requires able re- 
vRioits to work in 60 days, not two 
years. 

£|fouse Speaker Newt Gingrich (R- 
f? 3 -) led a rhetorical counterattack 
Democrats who have repeatedly 
^&ised Republicans of wanting to 
“fce food from poor children. He ac- 
cused Democrats of “demagoguery 
[that] has been interesting and emo- 
tionally powerful." 

^Republicans charged Democrats 
with trying selfishly to protect a wel- 
Igse system that they have largely 
treated over the decades and that 
benefits their political constituen- 
cies. 

* "I think we are stepping on some 
|pes of people who put the present 
welfare system together and have 
guarded it over the years,” Rep. E. 
Gjay Shaw Jr. (R-Fla.) told report- 
ers. 

- Science Committee Chairman 
Robert S. Walker (R-Pa.) charged 
Democrats and liberals were defend- 
ing an “immoral and corrupt” system 
that “robs working people of the 
treasure of their work in order to 
support people who refuse to work” 
apt lets ‘food stamps [be] abused as 
yon walk through the grocery story 
Checkout Hne.” 

Democrats suggested House Re- 
publicans— only about a dozen of 
23D represent urban areas where 
the poor are concentrated— do not 
understand the problems of welfare 
recipients. 

“You wouldn’t know a welfare 
mother if you saw one ” Rep. Carrie 
P. Meek (D-Fla.) said. 

In addition to rejecting a Demo- 
antic substitute, the House passed a 
series of narrow amendments spon- 
sored by female Republican lawmak- 
Ipto moderate the Republican leg- 
ipation: 

gpep. Nancy L. Johnson (R-Conn.) 
|p|nsored a $750 million increase in 
dubd care to enable welfare mothers 


to go to work. Child care funding | 
would still decrease from current 
levels enough to cut care for 
300,000 children. Democrats have 
criticized the GOP bill for appearing 
to require some welfare mothers to 
take jobs and leave their young chil- 
dren home alone. 

■ Rep. Marge Roukema (R-NJ.) of- 
fered a requirement that states take 
cost-containment measures of then- 
choosing when purchasing infant for- 
mula under a family nutrition block 
grant that would replace the politi- 
cally popular Women, Infants and 
Children program. The bill would 
drop competitive bidding that has 
saved $1 billion a year since the re- 
quirement was imposed with biparti- 
san support in 1989. 

‘That’s going to take milk from 
the mouths of poor infants, and it’s 
going to give cookies and cream top 
the infant formula companies, and 
that is wrong,” Rep. Ron Wyden (D- 
Ore.) said. 

■ Another Roukema amendment 
would permit states to withhold driv- 
er’s, professional and recreational li- 
censes from parents who owe past- 
due child support. The Ways and 
Means Committee rejected similar 
language, with Republican members 
citing states’ rights as the reason for 
their opposition. The House voted i 
426 to 5 to approve a provision 
President Clinton has advocated and 
praised last night as “a tough on 
deadbeat parents, not tough on chil- 
dren.” 

■ Rep. Deana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Fla.), 
who immigrated from Cuba in I960,’ 
proposed softening the ban on legal 
immigrants who have not become 

citizens from receiving most kinds of I 

public assistance. Those cutoffs 
would produce a large part of $66 ! 
billion in savings. 

Ros-Lehtinen’s amendment would 
permit welfare for legal immigrants 
who are unable to take the natural- 
ization test because they are ill. Rep. 

Jim McDermott (D-Wash.) called the 
change “a fig leaf” for the broader 
cutbacks on immigrants’ eligibility 
for benefits. 

Staff writer Judith Havemann 
contributed to this report I 



